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Virus surge and new lockdowns
cast shadow on Europe’s econom

e Third wave prompts growth downgrades e Restrictions for Italy, France and Germany |
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Carmakers face fresh supplyblow after
Japan factory blaze hits chip output
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Renesas Electronics, one of the world’s
largest malers of semiconductors for

massive impact on chip supplies,” he
said,
The fire broke out in one of the clean

weels after disruption Lo its supply
chaingansed by the US cold spell,
Renesas and it clients, inchod -

rooms at the company's plant in Maka  ing Tayots and Nissan, have taken steps
2 the car industry, has warned thatafire  city, north of Toleyo, bringing toa halt 1o diw ersify their supply chains since the
Pandemic work overload at one of its factories could have "a  production of 500mm wafers andburn- 2011 fohoku earthquake and tsunami,
leads to career rethinks massive impact” on already squeezed  ingabout2 percentof the facility’s man-  whenear factories worldwide ground to |
global supplics of chips. ufacturing equipmem Abuul two:  astandstill after production of Renesas
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Covid-19 pandemic and the US cold
snap that led to blackouts in‘Texas.

Hidetoshi shibata, chief executive of
Renesas, wirned yesterday that the fire
could Interrupt production for at least a
month, but said the compary was work-
I to minkmise the impact,
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Tias been P ded by the
weather in the US, which has triggereda
shortage of petrochemicals that are

dy struggling with a lack of spare
production capacity at foundries such
as 'ﬂﬂw:na TE:MC: the world’s largest
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Toyota, one of Renesns’s blgg(',st cli-
ents, said on Friday that it would close
ita factory in the Czech Republic for two

scmnbllngm meet asurgein demand
after a rebound in car sales coinvided
witha consumer electronics pickup.
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